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OF A PRIOR COPENDING NONPROVISIONAL APPLICATION OR 
INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION DESIGNATING THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
(37 C.F.R. 1.78(a)(3) 

NOTE: A nonprovisionai application or intemationaf application designating the United States of America may 
da/m an invention disclosed in one or more prior-Hied copending nonprovisional applicatiorts or 
international applications designating the United States of America. 37 C.F,R. § 1.7Q(ai(1). Any 
nonprovisional application or international application designating the United States of America claiming 
the benefit of one or more prior-filed copending nonpmvisional applications or international applications 
designating the United States of America must contain or be amended to contain a reference to each 
such prior-filed application, identifying it by application number (consisting of the series code and serial 
number) or international application number and intemational filing date and indicating the relationship 
of the applications. 37 C.F.R. § t78(aX2)(i). The request for a continued prosecution application under 
§ 1.53(d) is the specific reference required by 35 U.S.C. 120 to the prior filed application. 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1-7m(2)riv). 

CERTIFICATION UNDER 37 C.F.R. |« 1.8{a) aiMl 1.10* 

(Mien using Express Mail, the Express Mail label numt)er is mandatory; 
Express Mail certification is optional.) 

I hereby certify that, on the date shown t)elow. this corresporidence is k)eing; 

MAIUNQ 

S deposited with the United States Postal Service In an envelope addressed to the Assistant Commissioner 
for Patents, Washington. D.C. 20231 

37 C.F.R. § 1.8(a) 37 C.F.R. § 1.10 * 

S with sufficient postage as first dass mail. □ as "Express Mail Post Office to Addressee' 

Mailing Label No 

TRANSMISSION 

□ facsimile transmitted to the Patent and Trademark\pffice, (703) 



Date: 





signature 



Tammy Knight 



{type or print name of person certifyingli 



* Only the date of filing (§ 1.6) will be the date used in a patent term adjustment calculation, although the date 
on any certificate of mailing or transmission under §1.8 continues to be taken into account in determining 
timeliness. See§ 1. 703(f). Consider "Express Mail Post Office to Addressee" (§ 1. 10) or facsimile transmission 
(§ 1.6(d)) for the reply to be accorded the eai/tef possible fiiing date for patent tenn adjustment calculations. 
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The time in which the reference must be submitted is governed by 37 C.F.R § t7S(a)(2)(ii), which 
states: 

"pi) This reference must be submitted during the pendency of the later-fiied application, if the later- 
filed application is an application filed under 35 U.S.C, 1 1 1(a), this reference must aiso be submitted 
within the later of four months from the actual filing date of the later-filed application or sixteen months 
from the filing date of the prior-filed application, if the later-filed application is a nonproviaionaf 
application which entered the nadonaf stage from an international application after compliance with 
35 U5.C. 377, this reference must also be subntitted within the later of four months from the data 
on which the national stage commenced under 35 U.S.C. 371(b) or (f) in the later-filed international 
application or sixteen months from the filing date of the prior-filed application. These time periods 
are not extendable. Except as provided in paragraph (a)(3) of this section, the failure to timely sutmit 
the reference required by 35 U.S,C, 120 and paragraph (a)(2)(j) of tNs section is considered a waiver 
of any benefit under 35 aS.C. 120, 121, or 365(c) to such prior-filed application. The time periods 
in this paragraph do not apply if the later-filed application is: 

(A) An application for a design patent: 

(B) An application filed under 35 U.S.C. 111(a) before November 29, 2000: or 

(C) A nonprovisionai application which entered the national stage after compliance with 35 U,S, C. 
371 from an international application flM under 35 U.S,C, 363 before November 29, 2000." 

NOTE: (3) If the reference required by 35 U.S.C. 120 and paragraph (a)(2) of this section is presented in a 
nonprovisionai application after the time period provided by paragraph (a)(2)(ii) of this section, the claim 
under 35 U.S,C. 120, 121, or 365(c) for the benefit of a prior copending nonprovisionai application or 
international application designating the United States of America may be accepted if ti)e reference 
identifying the prior application by application number or international application numt)er and 
international filing date was unintentionally delayed. A petition to accept an unintentionally delayed cl^m 
under 35 U.S.a 120, 121, or 365(c) for the benefit of a prior filed application must be accompanM 
by: 

(i) The reference required by 35 U.S.C. 20 and paragraph (a)(2i of this section to the prior-filed 
application, unless previously submitted: 

(fO The surcharge set forth in § 1.17(t): and 

(lii) A statement that tiie entire delay between the date the claim was due under paragraph (^M 
of tills section and the date the claim was fHed was unintentional. The Commissioner may lequlre 
additional information where there is a question whether the cto/ay was unintentional. 

1. Applicant hereby petitions, in accordance with § 1 .78(a)(3), to claim the benefit, for this 
application under 35 U.S.C. 

B 120 □ 121 □ 365(c), 

(3 of prior copending nonprovisionai application no.: 09/977 , 168 

filing date: Ortnh^r 12. 2QQ1 
□ of Intennational application designating the U.S. no.: 

international filing date: 

2. Applicant states that the entire delay between the date the claim for the benefit of the 
earlier application was due under paragraph (a)(2)(ii) of 37 C.F.R. § 1.78 and the date 
this claim is filed was unintentipnal. 
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3- The surcharge fee set forth in § 1.1 7(t) required by 37 C.F.R. 1.55(c)(1). is paid as 
follows: 

□ Attached is a □ checl< □ money order in the amount of $1,300.00 
Q Authorization is hereby made to charge the amount of $1.300.00 
[3 to Deposit Account No. 08-0300 

□ to Credit card as shown on the attached credit card information 
authorization form PTO-2038 
WARNING: Credit card information should not 6e induded on tf?/s form as it may become public. 

Charge any additional fees required by this paper or credit any overpay- 
ment in the manner authorized ab^ve. 

A duplicate of this paper is attached. 
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(type orygfint name of pracUtionef) 
?.0. Box 1431 



P.O. Address 

Duncan, OK 73536-0440 
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